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Synopsis

Named to the International Reading Association’s 2012 Teachers’ Choice book list Grammar Girl
Presents the Ultimate Writing Guide for Students is a complete and comprehensive guide to all
things grammar from Grammar Girl, a.k.a. Mignon Fogarty, whose popular podcasts have been
downloaded over twenty million times and whose first book, Grammar Girl's Quick and Dirty Tips for
Better Writing, was a New York Times bestseller. For beginners to more advanced students, this
guide covers it all: the parts of speech, sentences, and punctuation are all explained clearly and
concisely with the warmth, wit, and accessibility Grammar Girl is known for. Pop quizzes are
scattered throughout to reinforce the explanations, as well as Grammar Girl’s trademark Quick and
Dirty Tipsa *easy and fun memory tricks to help with those challenging rules. Complete with a writing
style chapter and a guide to the different kinds of writinga eeverything from school papers to letter
writing to e-mailsa «this guide is sure to become the one-stop, essential book on every student’s
desk.
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Customer Reviews

In the past, I've had writing guides that I've flipped through, maybe I've read a page or two if I've
needed to look up a specific issue, but this is the first time I've ever read a writing guide all the way
through. This guide is entertaining!Grammar Girl, because of her training in language and in the
hard sciences, understands how to explain the importance of proper usage for clarity and she also

explains when sometimes rules exist out of tradition. She also explains grammar myths and how to



handle people who still buy into them. Her examples are easy to understand and fun (I especially
like the section on misplaced modifiers). The quick and dirty tips and the pop quizzes throughout are
also fun and handy.Other bonuses include tips that perhaps were not designed specifically to help
ESL learners, but would still be immensely helpful for such students. Tips like FANBOYS and
ordering adjectives, for example, are things that many native speakers take for granted, but having
them described simply but completely is helpful for any user of the English language.Also included
are tips for drafting and proofreading one’s own writing. Additionally, she gives tips that as a comp
teacher, I've tried to drill into my students’ minds, like "show, don't tell," "avoid cliches like the
plague,” and "you need to know if a website is credible." | am so happy | have Grammar Girl to back
me up on these points.Personal anecdote: A couple of years ago, | was teaching comma rules to a
technical writing class. | was trying to explain restrictive elements and nonrestrictive elements to the

class and several of the students weren’t getting it. They were frustrated and | was frustrated.
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